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Our School  

The Lundavra Site, overlooking Loch 
Linnhe and the south of Fort William, is 
on the edge of an established 
community. The school catchment 
area will comprise the complete town 
area of Fort William south of the River 
Nevis and include the Plantation area, 
town, Upper Achintore and Achintore 
Road.  

The new Primary School will be 
located towards the top of Lundavra 
Road.   

Although organised school transport 
provision is not required for the school, 
a number of children, particularly from 
town and the Plantation areas will use 
the service bus. It is anticipated that a 
combination of pupils walking or 
cycling together with parent drop-offs 
and use of the service bus will be a 
feature of daily travel to and from 
school.  

It is anticipated that the school will 
open with approximately 250 primary 
children with places for up to 100 
nursery children. The maximum 
number for the primary will be 310 
children. There will be a full 
complement of school staff of perhaps 
25.  Community access and a Multi 
Use Games Area (MUGA) will also be 
provided at the facility.     

Car parking facilities and a defined 
drop off zone are provided within the 
school grounds.  Access roads to the 
adjacent proposed housing 
developments provide further capacity 
and potential for vehicular movement 
that will impact on this plan.  

The Lundavra Site Primary School is 
committed to learning through the 
Curriculum of Excellence.  The school 
ethos will support initiatives such as 

Health Promoting Schools, Eco 
Schools, Road Safety Education and 
will have the support of Active Schools           
Co-Ordinators.     

Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Parents:  Will be encouraged to lead 

by example and support the work of 
the Safer Routes to School Team.    
 
School Staff: As positive role models 

will provide educational support in 
promoting Road Safety.  
 
Pupils: Will promote active a safe 

travel in their neighbourhood and 
establish a Junior Road Safety Officers 
(JRSO) scheme to increase active 
travel to school.   
 
Safer Routes to School Team:  Will 

support the school and pupils in 
promoting Road Safety. 

Aims 
 
1. To make travel to and from school 

as safe as possible for all pupils 
and staff. 

 
2. To promote road safety around the 

school and approaches. 
 
3. To promote pupils’ health and                    

fitness through active methods of 
travel to and from school. 

 
4 To encourage pupils’ 

independence and heighten their 
road safety awareness. 

 
5. To enable the new Primary School 

to be a ‘good neighbour’. 
 



Travel Patterns 

As the new school is yet to open, the 
SRTS survey therefore required 
parents to complete questionnaires 
indicating intended routes / methods of 
transport to the school for pupils 
currently at Fort William Primary and 
Upper Achintore Primary Schools.  
There was an approximate 34% 
response rate by parents.   

Below is shown the indicated travel 
preferences for how pupils will travel to 
the new school. 

Upper Achintore responses 

 

Fort William Primary responses 

 

For both schools there is a small 
increase in the number of parents who 
expect that their child will walk to the 
new school site.  

However the questionnaire was not 
given out to Fort William RC Primary 
parents; the majority of whom; it is 
anticipated will choose to send their 
child to the Lundavra Site rather than 
the new RC provision in Caol. The 
majority of these pupils live on the 
Plantation estate and it is expected 
that the bus would be the most likely 
option of travel. 

Initiatives 
 
The Lundavra Site Primary School will 
undertake activity which supports 
initiatives such as:  
 

 ‘Go For It’ 

 Walk to School Week 

 JRSO’s 

 Route mapping  

 Bikeability 

 Wearing of Hi-Viz items 
 
 

Publicity and Promotion 
 
The SRTS activity will be promoted 
regularly through the Parent Council 
and Community ‘Up the Hill’ group, the 
School Website and through the 
JRSO’s.  Local media promotional 
opportunities will also be a feature of 
this work.   

 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The Lundavra Site Primary School 
travel plan will be reviewed each term 
by the Safer Routes to School Team. 
Hands up survey through the children 
will be undertaken after 6 months and 
full survey will be repeated after 1 
year.  
Updates will be highlighted through the 
publicity and promotion information 
process.



 

 

Transport Assessment  
A full Transport Assessment for the 
new site was carried out by Mott 
MacDonald on behalf of Highland 
Council. The report concludes with a 
number of recommended 
improvements. The Lundavra Site 
SRTS Group has responded with 
further comments that identify issues 
we feel still need addressing. 

 
Recommended improvements 
and issues arising  
A combination of “soft” and “hard” 
measures are proposed to improve the 
operation and safety of the local road 
network, and also to increase the 
proportion of pupils, staff and visitors 
travelling to the campus by walking, 
cycling and public transport. 
 
1. Covered and secure cycle parking 

(using nine “Sheffield” type stands) 
is proposed adjacent to the primary 
school main pedestrian and cycle 
entrance, with showering/changing 
facilities for school staff. 
No issue arising 
 

2. The proposed site access 
arrangements provide accesses for 
pedestrians and cyclists from 
Lundavra Road separate from 
vehicular traffic, and a pick-up/set 
down point for pupils within the site. 
No issue arising with this point but 
see Point 14 for concerns 
regarding car park entrance. 
 

3. Kerb build-out and new bus 
stopping facilities (including 
shelters) on Lundavra Road 
adjacent to the main pedestrian 
and cycle entrance, with a crossing 
patrol to control pedestrian 
movements at peak times. 
Issues arising 

It was agreed that there was a 
need to create the single lane to 

slow traffic down and create a 
crossing point, but the way this is 
configured by placing the bus stop 
in front of the kerb build out creates 
a potential hazard for overtaking 
cars.  
Original proposal for kerb build out 

 
Revised proposal for discussion 
 

 



 

 

The SRTS Group feel that this 
provides a better solution moving 
the bus stop above the kerb build 
out and creating the Give Way 
zone. 
 

4. Extend existing part-time 20mph 
zone adjacent to FWPS to cover 
the entire length of Lundavra Road 
within the residential area. 

 
Issue arising 

The proposed part-time 20mph 
zone is in excess of THC 
recommended distance and must 
be contained to within 100-150 
meters either side of the school on 
Lundavra Road.  However, 
permanent 20mph limits should be 
considered on Lochview Estate, 
Sutherland Avenue, Conniche 
Road and the smaller residential 
roads surrounding these roads. 
Connichie Road will have a large 

numbers of pupils who will follow 
this route and have to cross 
Connichie Road and slower speeds 
will improve safety. Appropriate 
signage and repeaters will need to 
be installed on these routes and 
matrix signs where junction meet 
the part-time 20mph zone on 
Lundavra Road.  Consideration will 
need to be given to traffic count 
and speed calming measures 
explored where necessary.  
 

5. Potentially provide Vehicle 
Activated Signs (VAS4) indicating 
vehicular approach speeds and 
smiley /sad faces dependent on 
vehicle approach speed. These 
signs should be installed at 
strategic locations on Lundavra 
Road, Connochie Road, Ross 
Place and Lochaber Road. 
No issue arising 
 

6. Remedial works to address 
unsatisfactory condition of some 
stepped concrete paths, in 
particular that linking Ross Place 
with Lundavra Road, and a 
programme for future routine 
maintenance put in place. 

 
Issues Arising 
The group agreed with the 
proposed works for the described 
paths. Need to ensure that the path 
linking Grange Terrace to the North 



 

 

West site entrance is also included 
in these works.  
 

 
 
It was also noted that there is no 
pedestrian path along Ashburn 
Lane to join up with this path for 
pupils coming from Achintore 
Road. This needs considering – a 
painted surface path may provide a 
solution with pedestrian on the road 
signage.  Footprints on Achintore 
road to direct the pupils to this 
route. 
 
 

 
7. Surfacing of existing unmade path 

linking Lochaber Road with Zetland 
Avenue (via existing UAPS main 
entrance) and renewal of wooden 
bridge crossing stream. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
8. Make safe any open culverts that 

run under paths leading to the 
proposed school site.  THC Flood 
Alleviation Department in Dingwall 
would advise against covering 
culverts with bars, fencing or any 
other materials that are likely to 
impede the natural flow of water or 
attract debris.  
 

 
 

9. Replace or make safe the wooden 
footbridge crossing the Ash Burn 
adjacent to Upper Achintore 
School. This bridge will be used by 
pupils coming from the top of the 



 

 

estate as part of an established 
route. 

 
 

10. Retention of crossing patrol on 
Ross Place, with appropriateness 
of other crossing patrols (e.g. in 
Lochaber Road/Zetland Avenue 
areas) to be considered with THC. 
 
Issues Arising 

There was agreement on the 
placing of the Lundavra Road and 
Ross Place patrols. Two further 
crossing patrol points were 
considered necessary: 

 The junction of Lundavra 
and Sutherland Road to 
cross children coming down 
from Loch View. 

 The junction of Connochie 
Road and Lundavra 
particularly given the 
expected numbers of 
children from the Plantation 
who would have to cross 
here. 
 

 
 

11. Ensure installation of dropped 
kerbs and tactile paving on minor 
arms of junctions where required 
along Lundavra Road, Ross Place 
and Lochaber Road, to assist 
crossing pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Issue arising 

Connochie Road is highlighted as a 
cycle route – it is very unlikely this 
would be the case given the 
steepness of the hill. Cyclists are 
much more likely to use Sutherland 
Road onto Lundavra Rd and make 
use of the pavements along both – 
area marked red on plan below. 



 

 

 
12. Provision of appropriate warning 

and direction signs for 
recommended pedestrian/cycle 
routes. 
 

13. To complement the above 
measures, it is essential that “safer 
routes” are regularly gritted during 
winter months to maximise the 
safety of pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Other Issues arising 

 
14. Service Deliveries.  

It is suggested in the Transport 
Assessment that Service Delivery 
vehicles would park in the bus bay 

outside of school. This is totally 
unworkable. The delivery lorries for 
the biomass and oil boilers would 
be unable to reach the boilers to 
pipe in supplies, never mind the 
security concerns and creating a 
precedent for using the bus stop to 
park. The school travel team has 
discussed the plans with the 
architect team who have indicated 
that there will be a separate 
entrance for service deliveries in 
the north east corner of the site 
next to the bus stop, which we are 
in favour of. 
 

15. Pedestrian entrance alongside 
car park 

Although there is a separate 
pedestrian/cycle entrance further 
down the SRTS group have 
concerns about the provision of a 
further pedestrian entrance running 
alongside the car park entrance. 
This will be of particular concern if 
this car park access road is also 
used to access a planned future 
housing development adjacent to 
the school. The group feel the car 
park and pedestrian routes should 
be completely separate.

 
Appendix 1 SRTS Risk Assessment
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No Hazard Potential 

Outcome 

Location Severity 

0 - 4 

Likelihood 

1 - 5 

Inherent 

Risk Score 

Potential Remedial 

Measures 

Residual 

Likelihoo

d 

Residual 

Risk Score 

Action Required 

1 Inappropriate 

speed of 

vehicles 

 

 

Injury / Death 

of Child or 

others. 

a) Lundavra 

Road (LR) and 

Connochie Rd 

(CR) 

4 5 20 1.Peak time 20mph Signs 

on LR/CR 

2. Smiley Faces on 

LR/CR 

3. Erect “School” signs 

at various points on 

LR/CR 

4. Provision of “other” 

personal posters / signs 

along LR/CR 

5. Frequent traffic 
monitoring by police / 

speed vans. 

6. Crossing patrollers at 

marked points on map 

below 

7.Push out kerb outside 

of school to make single 

lane and position bus 

stops/Give Way signs 

accordingly 

3 
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1. Extend 20mph zone onto 

Connochie Rd 

2. Obtain and erect smiley 

faces/ school signs 

3. Establish if HC will provide 

crossing patrollers across DR at 

appropriate points.  

4. Change proposed position of 

kerb placement and bus 

stop/Give way sign 

2 Children 

walking on road 

with no 
pavement 

Injury / Death 

of Child or 

others. 

Ashburn Lane 4 4 16 1.Put in pavement along 

Ashburn Lane 

2 8 1.HC to put in pavement along 

Ashburn Lane 

3 Children riding 
bikes on roads 

Children get 
injured / 

killed. 

a)Distributor 
Roads 

4 3 12 1. Either mark pavement 
to highlight cycle use on 

pavements or erect signs 

on lampposts. 

2. Use of school / SRTS 

newsletter to emphasise 

use of pavements. 

3. Run cycling 

proficiency for younger 

children. 

2 
 

 

 

 

2 

6 
 

 

 

 

8 

1.Establish if HC will erect 
signs / mark pavements around 

DR and associated access routes  

2. Remind parents to encourage 

safe use of footpaths for cycling 

through next school / SRTS 

newsletter.   

3. Consider lowering age for 

cycling proficiency and running 

courses.   
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4 Open 

culverts/waterco

urses adjacent to 

footpaths near 

school 

Children could 

get seriously 

injured 

Paths between 

Ross Place – 

Lundavra Rd 

and Lundavra 

Rd to Grange 

Rd 

3 3 9 1.Erect barriers to 

prevent children falling 

into culvert in the event 

of an accident 

1 3 1. Request HC make safe any 

open culverts that run under 

paths leading to the proposed 

school site. 

4(a) Surface of 

pathways 

breaking up / 

uneven 

Children fall / 

get injured 

Various points 

around school 

2 2 4 1.HC to review pathways 

and undertake remedial 

works 

1 2 1. HC to carry out review of 

pathways and establish 

programme of remedial works.  

5 Child getting 

knocked over by 
car in car park 

access area 

Injury / Death 

of Child or 
others. 

Access point for 

car park and 
new housing 

development 

4 4 16 1. Rethink design of car 

park access with adjacent 
pedestrian access – take 

measures to separate the 

two 

2 8 1.Architect to separate access 

for cars and pedestrians in that 
area 

6 Children /staff, 

etc. unable to 

attend school 

due to snow 

School unable 

to open / 

children 

unable to 

attend. 

All roads and 

footpaths 

around 

Lundavra 

3 3 9 1. HC to ensure all roads 

and footpaths are 

maintained during winter 

period. 

2. HC to provide grit 

bins around area for 

residents to use on 

footpaths. 

2 6 1.Request HC to confirm 

arrangements for snow 

clearance  

2. Request provision of grit bins 

(check school too).  

           

Scoring System 
0 - 4 Low Risk 

 5 – 9 Medium Risk 

>9  High Risk 
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